
GIHESIS OF UBOR NT

Matthew McGuire, of New Ycrx,

First Sjggestei It.

HIS IDEA FOUND FAVOR

Robert l'rloe, of Maryland, Gave It
Its DlMlnct I veii me Empire State
tin- - First to Make It a Lentil Holi-
day Oinsrw Fell lino Ilno Ijst
Yrar mid Miule It National.

"This is Lalmr Daj in earnest. Uncle
Dick," m tin exultant remark Made by
KobTt I'riai.of Loi,.i"onin7,Ud .toltichanl
'ruTiHis, jriicr.il worth) foreman of the

Knights of on the occasion of tlie
preat parade of workinirnieu In New York
cit) Sploiulier 5, 1882.

Tin two men were at tlie time, vvlth nu
nierous others, occupying the grand stand
In Union Square and tlie Ion;; column of
workinKinn was film); past. Whether
this was the first ue made of the term is
not known, liat the event whs aflerwards
referred to as the "Labor Da" puraile,
and without the claim can In" sticce&sfully
controv crted It ma lie rarely bald that
HobTt l'ricv, in the Eententlous utter-
ance quoted, lilt iiihiii a designation that
t ill lij In apes to come as the name by
r Inch Ih" now laten in the list of national
dohdaje will b" known.

riKST MONDAY IX SEI'TKMM'R.
In the year following the occasion when

the daj was christened the labor organ-
izations of N"vv York had a parade and
general demotictration on Momlay
in Septemlier, and when. In 1884, the
Central Labor Union of New York had the
Question of further parade up for dis-
cission George K. Lloj d, a Knight of Labor,

JAMES F McIIUGII,
"hlcf Marshal oftlie Lilior Das Parade,

effcred a resolution declaring the first
Monday in September to be Labor Day.

The resolution was adopted and Mips were
at once taken for petitioning the Legislature
to enact a law making that day a legal
holiday, lob: known as Labor D.iv. Other
days were siietifically dCMgualeil, as

(.ho advocates of the measure, inspired by
the happy thought enunciated bj tlieLona con-
ing Knight, adopted his nomenclature, and
ought cohav e it perpetuated. They could

think of no better term, and it Is doubt-
ful if a better could be chosen.

The agitation thus was maintained
Ken York without Interruption, until, In

W. II. G. bIMMONS.
Master Workman District Ashembly No.

fcC. K. of L.
1887, abill thatvvasintroducedlnthcStatc
senate by Edward F. Reill-- , passed both
bouses of Ihe legislature and was signed by
Gov. Hill on the Gth daj of May of that
Tear.

THE IDEA SPREAD.
Bu t the idea wascalching.andsoonlt was

bjlng advanced and argued for in other
Etates, where It had previously had no ad
Tocalcs. Begun in New York, as staled, its
strength developed so rapidly in some of
(be neighboring conitmuvncalths, thai fav- -

IIOMINICK A. TVALSH,
Marshal First Division

Table legislation was secured there In
of the action in the Empire State.

Colorado pased the law, introduced in the
legislature by Joseph r. Hoover, of Lead-rlll-

early in the year 1867, and It was
tpproved by Gov. Abeu Adams on the lGth
lay of March.

In New Jersey the bill parsed both houses
f the legislature In Marc, 1889. It

in January by William Harrl-gan.-

Newark, and received tLe govcrnor'a
signature April 6. Oregon adopted the
measure In 1887. It was introduced Janu-
ary 17 by J. J. Daley and February ltre-oelve- d

the sanction of the governor.
followed last upon the heels of

New York, and live days alter the law be-

came operative in the latter State a sim-

ilar bill introduced by Senator Alger was
approved by the Bay Slate governor.

About two-third- s of tbe States of the
Union have adopted Labor,Day legisla-

tion and In various other States there is
unmistakable evidence of the growth of
favorable sentiment. The measure has been

"iT UBU"rnsfcw" t - ? us
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introduced in Ihe bodies, but
resulted in nothing morp porltlve than
agitation.

MATTHEW McOUIRE'8 IDEA.
claimants," said a writer

upon the subject, "for the honor of having
first conceived the idea or having a holiday
for laboring men separate and distinct
from ot her holidays. Candor compels me to
place the credit wlierp It properly lielongs.
In 1882, Maltliew McGuire, secretary and

fejfL

.T. V. W. WHITEMORE,
Marshal of Thlid Dhision.

orginizer of the Central Labor Union, of
New York, suggested the idea, and as
secretary of that body issueda proclamation

MICHAEL T. CANTY,
Marshall' Aid liC".argeor Fourth Division.
to that effect. He also organized the first
labor parade in New York, the one of Sep-

tember IS, 18&2, to which ri ference Is made
In the foregoing.

"On that day the gemralassimlily of the
Knightsof Labor, tlicuinsessioiiinthat city,
was in ited bj SicretaO" McGuire to rev lew
tlie parade, nliich invitation n
Man iiiembersof theKnightsof Laliorwere
in line, but the order was not then working
openlv in the city or State."

The agitation for a distinctive holiday

CHARLES J. WELLS,
Marshal of Fifth Division and Chairman of

Labor Day Conference,
began In the Slates was taken up by the
labor bodies of the District. Repeated
efforts were made to induce Congress to
pass abill in tlieinterest of tliemoement, and
the first Monday in September was named,
in each Mil Introduced, as the Labor Day.

MADE A NATIONAL HOLIDAY.
The efforts were finally successful, and

the first Monday In September, 1894,
received Its baptism or patriotic Jiro
as a national holiday. The bill, as adopted,
by Congress, was prepared-b- the legisla-

tive committee of tua Federation of Labor
of the District, ana was indorsed by Dis-- t
rlct Assembly CC, of the Knights of Labor.

Not a single change was made in the bill

Br

3 C. WILSON.
Master Workman Carpenters' Assembly

No 1748. K. of L,
from the lime It lett the Federation, Con-
gress enacting it and the Cresident signing
it just as It was framed. It was presented
In both Houses of Congress simultaneously.
In the Senate by Mr. Kyle, and In the House
by Mr. Amos Cummlngs. It was referred
to the Lalrar Committee in each House,
and by constantly keeping it In view, the
District Committees succeeded In securing
Its adoption.

In order that a correct record might be
kept of the event, the Federation of Labor
ordered, by resolution, that credit for
the success of the bill be given to the legis-
lative committee of that body. To this
the District Assembly of the Knights of
Labor added a resolution to the effect that
"for the sake of historical accuracy, It

' vf'S
E. J. FYWEIX,

Financial Secretary D. A.. 06, X. of L.
be entered on the records that the enact-
ment of the Labor Day national holiday
by the Fifty-thir- d Congress .was due to
the Initiative of Plasterers' Aembly, No.
144, and Excelsior Assembly, No. 2672,

K. of,L.rto the indorsement of the Federa-
tion of Labor; to the management of Mil-fo-

r. Hobus, chairman or tbe legislative
committee of tbe Federation of Labor,
and the assistance of Hon. James H.
Kyle. Senator from South Dakota."

IN OTHER STATES
Besides the States named as having

taken favorable action upon the propo-

sition for the creation of a working-man'- s

holiday, laws have been adopted
In the others here listed, all being in
advance of Ihe adoption by Congress of
the bill for national recognition of the
day:

In Coi r.ccticut the bill lo make Labor
Day a legal holiday in the State was intro-
duced in Ihe House of Representatives by
A. V. llaule, January 22, 188D. It was
adopted before tbe close of tbe session

WWW
J. B. I'ENTON.

President Theatrical Alliance of Stage
Employs,

and was klghed by Hie gmcrnur March
20, 1889.

Illinois pasted a similar measure. In
trodutcd in the Senate by Albert W. Walls
In 1891, and It was signed by Gov. Tlfcr
June 17, 1891.

On February 28, 1890, W W. Dodge in-

troduced In the Iowa a bill to make
the day a legal holiday in that Slate. It
was amended and adopted, and received
the signature of Gov Boles April 3, fol-
lowing its introduction

Kansas adopted the bill In 1891. The
measure was proposed by Senator Eillslon,
and Ihe governor approved it on the fourth

1 7
J

MATTHEW J. FOLEY.
Prrsident Honwshoeis" Union No. 17.

daj of March of that yiar. In the pre
ceding Jear, however, the first Monday
In heptember was recognized as Labor
Dny. the governor having made it legal
by proclamation

Gov. M. J. Foster, of Louisiana, ap-
proved a bill legalizing Novc-mlx- r 25 as
Labor Day holiday, the act having been
approved In 1892 and signed Jul 7 of
that year.

MAINE IN LINE.
Tbe Llll making the first Monday In

September a legal holiday in Maine and
designating it as Labor Day, tbe umi.
as Thanksgiving Day, Decoration Day,
Christmas Day and the Fourth of July,
was Introduced by Edward J. Irvine,

g$ ibX,

MR. THOMAS LEVY,
Briekmakers" Union.

originating In tLe house of representatives.
It received tre Governor's approval Feb- -

ruar 10, 1895.
Montana adopted a law creating the

holiday ami designating the first Munday
In September as Labor Day, during the
session of 1890-91- . It was Introduced
by E. D. Mntts, a member of the senate.

Nebraska fell into line in 1889. Sena-

tor Frank Ransom introduced the bill
January 9 of that year, and It passed
the senate by unanimous vote on the
17th of the month. Subsequently the
house adopted the measure, and It be-

came a law upon the Governor adding
his signature.

Andrew Kllloren, a member of the New
Hampshire legislature. Introduced a bill

BTEPnEN A. CLEMENTS,
Financial bicretnry-Treasure- r Federation

of Labor.
In that body in 1891 which passed both
houses and received the governor's signa-
ture before the close of the session.

Ohio put herself on record in 1890. John
P. Green, a member of the State House of
Representatives, was sponsor for the bill,
which passed both branches of the legisla-
ture, and was signed by the Speakerof tbe
Housonml the President of the Sen ate April
28, of the year named .

Gov. Beaver, of Pennsylvania, approved
an act for the establishment of Labor Day
In the Keystone State on the 25th day of
April, 1889. The bill was presented by
Senator Lines January 17, preceding, and
it was adopted by both bra uches of the legis-
lature with bnt little opposition.

IN' THE SOUTH.
Tbe Tennessee legislature passed a bill

Introduced In tbe House of Representatives
by Mr. Allmau, and it went to Gov. Buch-
anan, and was signed by hint March 11,
1891. The measure provided that Labor
Day should be made a legal holiday.

Texas added tbe first Monday In Sep

tember to the list or legal holidays in 1893.
The bill for the purpose;, Vaib Introduced
by Senator Miles Crowley aid was ap-
proved by the governor February 10 of
that jcarafter I tsadoptlonby both branches
of tbe legislature.

Washington State has a EaUBr Day law,
passed by the legislature of 1891. It was
framed and presented bygrnator John

A. HARGUUAVE.
President Amalgamated bocicly of Car- -

penli rs.
R. Kinnear, passed Ihe fenute. Jauuarj 28,
the house Fehrcar 9, and was approved
b the governor.February 24.

Wisconsin's Labor Da enactment dates
from Its official publkat'on. as required
by law. Ma 2, 189.1. Tire was
lul rndiieedbyAsseinblymanllartnon .passed
the legislature April 17, and was signed
b Gov. Peck two dajslattr.

The real significance of Labor Da, from
a labor standpoint. Iie-- s In the fact that ou
lk.it day no question of local Importance,
no strike, no conlmvers or dispute shall

if sM

R. It. RHODES.,
President of Counters' Council,

be permitted to Interftro with the proper
observance. The workers meet together
and either parade or hold festivltle-- s of an-
other charact-- r, at which time speakers
address the assi mbled multitudes.

FEATURES OF THE DAY'.

It was the Intention of thise who Intro-
duced the first Labor Day resolution at the
general assembly of the K. of held in
New York, to make the day distinct from

fitA. B. MANUEL.
President of Carpenters" Union, No. 1.

otherholidayslnthenatureofltsobservance.
Wuiie amusements were among the per-
missible features of the programme, tlie
principal order of exercise was t" con-
sist of lectures and discourses, and the theme
was to be solely of topics, relating to the

THOMAS J. LWVRENCE,
President Protective Street Railway Union,
welfare of the Industrial masses. Every
question and economic importance should
b3dLscussed. Theideawasfiatthegrounds
on which tbeindustrialmas-esmayasscmb- le

on Labor Day should resemble an "open
court," In which all phases of thought
should have equal privilege of expression.

During the past few years a new feature
has been added, by Inviting" emp'oycrs of

J. J. BREEN,
Master Work man. Engineers' A ssembly.

labor to take part in the demonstrations
and address the meetings from their stand-
point, or upon any other subject that may
be preferred by the speaker.

SPIRIT OF, THE DAT.
Properly-understoo- Labor Say is a day

on which all that is ambitious, noble, lofty,
patriotic and grand In the nature of the
workingnian should be appealed to. Those
who discuss Issues before the industrial

classes on that day should be educators-teach- ers

of the gospel of humanity and Its
needs.not ma inmouandlts greed s,a lid should
advocate the doctrine of Independence
of thought and action.

Labor Day is designed nnd should be
appreciated as a ilay of rest and recreation
In the true Sense. It Is to be celebrated
not In honor of any one mall, living or dead,
but for the living masses. That which will
best serve the living man and woman of

and tlie future should receive the
careful consideration of all who take part
in tlie observances.

Labor Day Is as yet but an experiment.
Tbe first celebration of the occasion as a
national event occurred las year, and tbe

JOSEPH J. BIRMINGHAM.
President International Printing Pressmen's

Un ion.

observance of Its flrt anniversary Is at
hand. Whether it shall continue as a
day on which the duties of citizenship shall
he taught, the needs of living humanity dis-

cussed and thedutlex weowetotliemlllioiis
who will come uiMiiilliesUgeofactionlater,
to make or mar the country's prosperity
observed, remains to be seen.

SKK1CIIES OF MAHMIALS.

Who tlie-- Men Are Wrm Led tlie
I)l IhIoiik To-da-

Chhf Marshal Mcllugli was born in La
CroSM-- , Wis, and is thirty-nin- e ears of
age. He Is, as Is a stone-
cutter tiT trade, and Is the general secretary
of the .Stonecutters' National Union, hav-
ing been elected to that position for five

JOHN ESTER,
rresldentCigarmaker-- , Union,

consecutive terms. He came to this city
aliit tlin s ago, but was rompara-tlv- il

little known, except by reputation
as gmenil secretary of Ihe .Mom cutters,
till March l.t, lH'U, when lie made his
advnt In the of labor. as a
U legate from the SloiuvulU rs' Local Union.
Ills firm bearim-- and conservative views
a to Ihe methods or handling lalior ques-
tions soon gainisl for him :i host of friendsamong his brother delegate, to such an
extent that after serving but a little over

TlMfww
J W. JOHNSON,

President Paperhangers' Assembly.

one tenn as delegate, he was elected to
the highest position in the gift or the
Hsleratlon, that of president. Havinu
flllisl thnt position creditably, lo himself
and to the satisfaction of all. ho was, nt.
the expiration of the term, unanimously

for another term, which he now

EDWARD ROSE,
Master Workman, Carriage Makers, K.of L.
holds In addition to the honors already
conferred upon him. Mr. lie II ugh was elec ted
as chief marshal of the, Labor Day celebra

Morning Times,
(Eight Pages.)

Evening Times,
(Eight Pages.)

Sunday Times,

NAME...

(Twenty Pages.) J

Ar You a Subscriber
to the Morning Times?

tion, a position that he was not even a
candidate for.

Mr. Walsh is a stone carver by tradeand
has been connected with the Stonecutters
Union for over ten years. He filled the

WILLIAM II. WILDER,
Master Workinm. Pioneer Laundry Work-

ers' Assembly,
position cf president of the local union
In this city Tor three terms and Ii.ikjLso Idled
Iheposltluii of secretary. He represents his
union in tie Ftdi ration of La I or. Mr.
Walsh is also an able contributor to the

I1ERMANKAHLERT,
Master Workman, Musical Assembly.

Granite Cutters' National Migazine, his
articles on artistic and architectural designs
forstonecarv inglias been highly commented
on.

Hardl) Is any one connected with the labor
movement in this city better known than
Mr. John F.W. Whiteiuore. His connection
with labor unions dates lack to the fifties.
He was a charter nit. inner of tlie first

and Joiners' Union ever started
in tlie District or Columbia and continued Ins

banded.

FREII BROOKS,
President or the Stonecutters Asso- -

elation.
Fromthat thneupto 1881, whentheprescnt
Carpenters' and Joiners' Union, No. 1, was
instituted. he was.iiiactlvcin-niberiuothe- r

carpenters unions th it at times sprung into
existence. He Is still a member of Union
No. 1.

During his career he has filled every
important position within the gift of or-
ganized lalmr. Has lieen president oINo. 1
several times: was a delegate to the old
Workingmen's Assembly, that preceded the
preseut Federation or Labor, and rilled the
presldpulfcil chair or the Federation Tor
rive terms.

Mr. Canty Is a bricklayer, having fin-Sh-

his trade with Mr. Ambrose Douglass.
He is now twenty-riv- e years old. He be-in-

a member ot the Bricklayers' Union
ul 1885. and was elected Its treasurer la

G. W. BROWN,
PresldentBarlcr Assembly.

1890, which position he still holds. He
has represented the Brlcklaers" Union as a
delegate In the national convention, held
In Indianapolis In 1892, and Omaha In
1894. At the Omaha convention he was
elected vice president ot the National Brick-
layers' and Stone Masons' Uidons or Amer-
ica. Upon retiring from that oHice last
January, the convention in session at New
Orleans presented him with a handsome
gold badge.

Mr. Wells was bom In the cltv of London.
Ens., nnd Is slxtj years old; came to this
country at an early age, learned the rts
and mysteries of copper-plat- e printing, and
has followed that trade for forty years,
the majority or lb it lime being eiuplocd
In the Bureau il Engraving and Printing,
lie Is a member of the Plate Printers'
A'se'iubly, K. of L. He has represented
that assemblv in Ihe District Assembly aud
Federation ot Labor Tor a number or j ears.
Is n member ot the District executive com-
mittee and or the Federation legislative
comittee. He is also the chairman olthe
Labor Day conference committee. Mr.
Wells, previous to his appointment In the
Bureau or Engraving and Priming, rcpre--
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lily district or Rensellear county, X. T..
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